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This is a ques�on we get asked a lot. The caller says they “had” to get rid of their original windows and 
put in replacement windows. But, they love the old windows and don’t just want to junk them. And 
we wonder why, if you loved them, have you decided to get rid of them? 
 
First, if the sash can be kept with the house, that is by far the best op�on. Once the replacement 
windows fail (and they will), pu�ng the original windows back in the original openings is going to 
restore the beauty and elegance of the house. The key is storing the sash in a dry loca�on, so a�cs 
are beter than basements for this purpose.  
 
If you don’t have space to store the sash, then making them available to your neighbors is the next 
best op�on. O�en builders built several houses in the same area and worked with the same 
dimensions or styles. A neighbor may have a failed replacement window and now in need of an 
original quality window to put in its place. Or someone may be building an addi�on and want to have 
consistent quality windows from old construc�on to new – and they can make use of your discarded 
sash! Many local communi�es now have social media pages for the free exchange of goods. There are 
also community based house part salvage companies that aim to keep good building materials out of 
landfill.  
 
If the window sash are extra fancy (stained glass, unusual shapes, etc) you may find an architectural 
salvage dealer who will buy them for a very nominal price. Keep in mind that a salvage dealer will 
have to inventory, list, and prepare items for customer purchase so the price they pay will be far less 
than the retail price for your window.  
 
Window restora�on companies may buy window sash, but typically they only have value if the glass is 
very large (more than 20 x 30”) or bowed or of a dis�nc�ve design.  
 
There are people who use window sash for cra� projects. Matching up the style and quan�ty of sash 
needed may not readily align with the style and quan�ty needed. You can try lis�ng your window sash 
for sale on Etsy or Ebay where a cra�er might be looking.  
 
Botom line the original sash are most valuable when le� in their original openings and restored. Talk 
to a window restora�on specialist before believing a replacement window sales pitch.  


